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respective people that shall be employed, they nominate each
Shaick who governs the caravan to collect them; which
manner of conducting the affair renders this road to Aleppo
commonly more secure than any other, tho' not so safe,
however, as to make unnecessary their going well provided
with arms and ammunition, it being impossible to adjust
with all the wanderers of the desart; nor do they think it
worth while. But altho* the lesser tribes are generally awed
by the greater, yet opposition sometimes happens, and whole
caravans are plundered, as was the last year's [caravan] from
Damascus to Bagdat; and such disasters may occur from either
unforeseen difference, secret malice amongst the Arab tribes
themselves, or the revenge of some particular tribe for injuries
received from the Turks, which not long since provoked
them to draw such a force upon this place as was expected
would have sacked the town; and now lately the Bashaw's
troops have so unmercifully dealt with these people that
almost any revenge would be excusable.
There are two sorts of caravans that go from hence to
Aleppo, the one consisting of camels only for sale and the
other for merchandize, the former yearly, and generally
constant with respect to time1, whose permission is easily
obtained, and tho' their carrying goods is prohibited, they
so manage as never to go without. As to the latter, their
setting out is not so certain, having difficulties to encounter,
nor are they confined to any time, but merchants solicit
license as occasions occur, and who now offer the Bashaw
to pay him for permission the whole sum his duties would
amount to, if they went by the way of Bagdat and Mosul,
but are refused shipping bound from hence directly to Ben-
gall or the coast of Cormandel. The utmost they ought to
remain is July, least they should be retarded in their passage
and not get round Ceylon before the N.W. monsoon; and
if they have business at Surat they should be gone from hence
in February at farthest, as lying in Surat Road becomes
dangerous after the month of April. Wherefore a traveller
bound to the farthest side of India ought to be here in
1 Plaisted says mid-April to mid-June. EHot says May or June,